

Dear Jernej (policeman), Eva (Dr and medic), Vinko (rescuer), Ales (chopper pilot), Miha (chopper pilot) and Boro (winchman),

We  came as a group of 10 from Australia to experience the great beauty of Slovenia.

A friend had walked in the Julian Alpes and spoke highly of the breath-taking landscape and the warmth of the people he met.

Our group are experienced walkers in Australia and in other areas such as Nepal. We found the alpine conditions here more difficult.

We understood from the Via Alpina Guide that the route from Dom na Komni to Zorka Jelincica is long and high. The difficulty of the route was unexpected in the second half when heavy cloud and rain made our progress slow from Vogel.

Our friend fell without warning at 5.30 pm from a relatively easy section of the track above Rut.  We called Mountain rescue through 112.

After our location was fixed your helicopter arrived very quickly in difficult weather conditions.

Seven of our party moved forward toward Zorka Jelincica after contact with the Rescue Service was established.

Only Greg and I remained at the site and observed the great skill and risks taken by the rescue  - retrieval team.

We looked on in fear as the pilots positioned the chopper so close to the rock face to lower the rescue and medic team and completed the retrival of the body.

It was appreciated that you gave the death sign once it had been established by the medic. We felt this would be the case given the fall Prue had taken.


Unknown to us, others had been mobilized to provide ground assistance to our party.

The figure of Martin running east across the skyline of Poljanski Urh to assist the women who had gone ahead was amazing!

With his assistance and encouragement the women made the difficult climb to the dom.

The head lights from other members from GRS Tolmin were seen coming quickly from Rodica side.

Luckily no other physical injury was suffered by our party, despite the great risks we felt.

We were numb from having lost a friend and walking partner. All were exhausted from the 15 hour journey.

Seven GRS members were at the dom to help in whatever way you could and there were two waiting patiently at the cars. 


Each of us thank you from our whole person.

Two nights rest in Bohinjska Bistrica has allowed us to regain our physical and psychological strength.

We have modified our plans but will continue our journey as our lost colleague would have expected.
  
The great skill and risk taking of your volunteer team has been shown in your mission to assist us. 

Please thank those other people in your team that allowed the swift mobilisation of the chopper and the logistic support that such a mission requires.

We are deeply saddened in losing a colleague and apologise for being a problem in your Alpes.

Never-the-less the great beauty of your country and the warmth and care we have received from so many Slovenians we have met or seen in the air remains and travels with us.

We wish you and your families a safe and incident free Summer.

Yours sincerely,

Ted Booth 

for:  

South Coast and Sutherland Bushwalking Clubs,  Australia.
